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International application No. 
PCT/USOI/1860G 


International filing date 
(day/momhJyeai) 

08 JUNE aooi 


Applicant 
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The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if" he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule Ki): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally i months from the date of transmittal of the 
international search report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombcttes 

Geneva 10. Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (4 740.14.35 
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I | The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
' 1 Article I7(i)(a) to that ellect is transmitted herewith. 



3. |T] With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 



□ 
□ 



the protest together with the decision thereon has l>een transmitted to the International Bureau together with 
the applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated 
Offices. 

no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 
Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in rules 90 bis 1 and 90 bis 3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must he filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date (in some (Wires even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within I!) months from the 
priority date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PtT Article IB and Rules 43 nud 44) 



Applicant's or agent's lile reference 
18G08-50PC 


FOR FURTHER see Notification ol" Transmittal of International Search Report 
ACTION (Form PCT7ISA/s!20) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/US01/18C06 


International filing date (day/mom/t/year) 
os JUNE sfOOl 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
oh JUNE yooo 


Applicant 
NUVASIVE, INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of ^j" sheets. 

| X| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 

language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to th 
Authority (Rule -23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add" sequence disclosed in the international application, the international st 
is carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 



filed together with the in 



n computer readable form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
3 Q Unity of invention is lacking (See Bos II). 
+. With regard to the title. 

|~x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the 

recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 



5. With regard to the abstract. 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| x| the text has been established, according to Rule ,ln.!>(b}, by this Authority as it appears in 
Box III. The applicant may. within one month from the date of mailing of this international 
search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

G. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. * 

I*] as suggested by the applicant. j— J 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| [ because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 I first sheet) (July IMS)* 
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International application No. 
PCT/US01/I8GOG 



Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



The technical features mentioned in the abstract do not include a reference sign 
between parentheses (PCT Rule 8.1(d)). 



NEW ABSTRACT 



A method and system for detecting the proximity of a nerve to a proximity 
electrode and the status of the nerve. The method of detecting the status of the 
nerve (30) includes the steps of placing an electrode near the nerve (32); providing 
an electrical signal having varying current levels to the electrode (34) to stimulate 
the nerve; measuring an EMG response of the nerve for the applied current (36); 
mapping the EMG responses (38) of the nerve for the applied electrical signal for a 
fixed latency; and determining the status of the nerve based on the mapping of the 
responses (42). 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No. 

PCT/US01/1H(K)6 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC{7) :A61B S/04 
US CL :60O/546 
According to International Patent Classification (IPC) 


or to both national classification and IPC 




B. FIELDS SEARCHED 


Minimum documentation searched (classification syster 
U.S. : G00/54G. 5+7. SMI, 554; G07/7!!. 115. 1 Hi. 


n followed by classification symbols) 

17. 11H 








re included in the fields 







Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and. where practicable, s 
Please See Extra Sheet. 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



US 5,775,331 A (RAYMOND et al) 07 July 1998, see entire 
document. 



US 5,284,154 A (RAYMOND et al) 08 February 1994, see entire 
document. 



US 5,851,191 A (GOZANI) 22 December 1998, see entire 
document. 



US 4,962,766 A (HERZON) 16 October 1990, see entire document. 



Relevant to claim No. 



1, 20, 30, 53 



2-19, 21-29, 31- 
52, 54-64 



| 1 Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. j^] See patent family ai 



"A" document defining the Keneril «*a'e <' r <h« art which U not 
"E" earlier document published an or after the international mine; date 


*i T 1 J a n J 

ihc principle or ihcoiv underlying tnc >»*emii>ri 

-X- document ..I' particular relevance: tile doimed invention cannot be 
considered novel ... ca„n„t be .o.vs.Jv, vd ... involve an inventor «e» 

onMdr.vd S, vol J o nt, v -,i .1— », n 1 1 ? v 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
S3 AUGUST iOOJ 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

18 OCT 2001 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 


Authorized officer 

CHARLESMARMOR.il /Qldru^ Jl(TVj£A^ 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

Pcrvusoi/iacKxi 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Electronic data bases consulted (Name of data base and where practicable tt 



search terms, nerve, status, health, condition, proximity, approach.*. locatS, stimulation, electrical, current EMCi 
electromyogra*. neuro-muscular. response, map, graph, plot, peaks, latency 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 



These Notes t re intended to give the basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under Article 19. The 
Notes are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty and of the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the Utter are applicable. 
For more detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant s Guide, a publication of WIPO. 

tn tfieac Notes, "ArtidcJ", -Rule" and "Section" refer to the provisions of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative: Iristnictiotis,~rcsrjectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The applicant hi 
istionai appticat 
iptioo and draw 
jod to file amend 

for the purposes of provisional protection or has another re 

Furthermore, it should be empfaastxed that provisional protection is available m some States only. 

What parts of the international application may be amended ? 
The dittos only. 



The description and the drawings may only be at 
Chapter n. 

When? Wthin2tnonmsfjomthed*teof* 

date, whichever time limit expires later. It afaould be noted, however, that the ami ml ax wffl be considered 

m% having been received oa rime If they arc received by fee I nte rnati on al Bureau after the expiration of the 
applicable time limit but before the coenptetioc of the technical preparations for fateatatiorgl publication 
(Rue 46.1). 

Where not to Die the amendments ? 

The tmfftyhnTt^ may only be Clod with the International Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
Intetnatiooal Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 




All the claims appearing on a replacement sheet must be 
catxslkd.rwrenumbertiigofthec In all > 

be renumbered cocuecutrvely (Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)). 



Utter (Section 245(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The letter will not be published with the international application and tbeamended da^ tt ahould not be 
confounded with the Statement under Article 19( 1)" (tee below, under "Statement under Article 19<1)"). 



tt identical indications concerning several claims may be grouped), whether 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

(ii) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the daim is new; 

(iv) the daim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the daim is the result of the division of a daim as filed. 



